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April Bulletin from the APPG on Legal Aid

Welcome to the April Bulletin from the APPG on Legal Aid and your monthly update on all things from the access
to justice sector. We hope that you and your loved ones are keeping safe and well as the country continues to
take steps towards normality.
We concluded the evidence stage of the Westminster Commission on Legal Aid in March and while we continue
to receive evidence from practitioners, we have now begun the process of drafting our report. There is such a
wealth of experience within our panel that we are thoroughly looking forward to this next phase and the practical
recommendations that will arise from the Inquiry. The aim is to publish these in the Autumn to coincide with Sir

Christopher Bellamy QC’s Independent Criminal Legal Aid Review and the Treasury Spending Review. We have
also been involved with the launch of the first ever Legal Aid Census on 12 April by LAPG, the data from which
will feed into our report. You can read more below about the Census and how to get involved together with your
usual round-up of news, views, events in Parliament and justice questions.
This bulletin has four sections which cover news and developments in the legal aid sector over the past month.
1. Recent Events
2. APPG+ Training Events
3. Legal Aid news
4. Justice Questions & Parliamentary Debates

Recent events
APPG on Legal Aid Annual General Meeting 20/4/2021

On 20 April we held an online AGM in order to re-constitute the group, elect officers and approve accounts. The
AGM minutes and accounts are available on our website.
We are pleased to announce that Karen Buck MP was re-elected as Chair of the APPG. We are also pleased to
announce that the following were re-elected unopposed as Vice-Chairs of the Group:
Baroness Helena Kennedy (Labour)
Baroness Natalie Bennett (Green)
Lord Colin Low (Crossbench)
Lord Willy Bach (Labour)
Yvonne Fovargue MP (Labour)
James Daly MP (Conservative)
Gareth Bacon MP (Conservative)
Andy Slaughter MP (Labour)
We were also pleased to welcome a new Vice-Chair, Laura Farris MP (Conversative). Laura has been part of the
Panel for the Westminster Commission on Legal Aid since the beginning of the year and we are incredibly
pleased to formally welcome her as part of the APPG. We would also like to thank Daisy Cooper MP, who did not
stand for re-election, for her help and support as a Vice-Chair over the past year. After the election of officers,
the group approved the APPGs accounts and concluded the meeting.
As a group, we would just like to take the opportunity to thank all of our Members for the energy and
enthusiasm that they have brought to the APPG, and particularly to the work of the past six months. All have
been passionate and vocal advocates of justice and we have benefited enormously from having each and every
one of them involved in the Inquiry.

APPG on Legal Aid & APPG on Legal and Constitutional Affairs – Roundtable
with the Law Commission 27th April 2021
On Tuesday 27 April 2021, Karen Buck MP and Laura Farris MP, together with Lord David Hunt and Baroness Sally Hamwee,
jointly chaired a roundtable meeting with the Law Commission to discuss future law reform as part of its next 4–5-year work
programme.
Sir Nicholas Green, Chair of the Law Commission, set out the Commission’s overall programme for reform before the meeting
heard from the individual commissioners. Of particular relevance to the APPG on Legal Aid was the work of the Law
Commission’s public law team into the use of technology in the court system and both Karen and Laura asked Sir Nicholas about
work in this area.
Laura asked what role the Law Commission will play in identifying how technology can be best used in the courts. This was
followed up by Karen asking about how the Commission can ensure that the benefits derived from improving digital access to
the courts will also reach the most vulnerable in society where lack of access to technology can create barriers to justice.
Accordingly to research from all-party reform group Justice, over 11 million adults in the UK lack basic digital skills such as being
able to complete online forms and relocate websites. The same report identified the following groups who are most at risk of
digital exclusion: older adults, those who are disabled, those who are based in rural areas with low broadband coverage and lack
of access to physical services where they can access internet enabled devices, those in care homes, those who are detained,
those who are homeless, those on low incomes and young people who are both on low incomes and left school before the age
of sixteen. Sir Nicholas responded that he sees the Law Commission’s work in this area as focussing on identifying the
borderline between good and bad uses of technology, primarily in terms of its impact on fundamental rights and access to
justice. In response to Karen, Sir Nicholas added that she was absolutely right to identify the issues of unequal digital access but
that the elephant in the room is funding which is the role of Government and so the Law Commission’s role is to provide
Government with a number of evidence-based options for how to tackle such an issue.
The meeting was hugely informative for all those that attended and future roundtable meetings are planned to ensure continued
input by parliamentarians into the Commission’s work.

Legal Aid Census: 12 April - 11 June
On 12 April the Legal Aid Practitioners Group, alongside an independent team of academics from Newcastle,
Cardiff and UCL universities, launched the first ever Legal Aid Census. Information on legal aid providers has
been scant since the Legal Services Board ceased collecting data as part of the LASPO cuts in 2013. Some
research has been undertaken by various charities and parts of the sector but this Census is believed to be the
largest, most ambitious survey ever undertaken into the legal aid sector. Now, as we emerge from the pandemic
into the worst recession on record, those of us in policy need quantitative data in order to take an evidencebased approach to policy-making. There is a real absence of accurate, comparative data from earlier periods and
what data there is tells us very little about the viability of the sector. Very little else is known about the legal aid
system and how it relates to the justice ecosystem as a whole. To make the case for urgent reform, we need to
know more.
The aim is to gather robust, irrefutable evidence about the state of the legal aid sector. To that end LAPG is
seeking to hear from current, former and aspiring members of the legal aid sector about their experiences.
The link to the census is here: https://appg.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/legalaidcensus2021
The timing of the Census has coincided with the pandemic and the three national lockdowns with all of their
knock-on effects on providers and clients. It has, however, been in the planning for several years as a means of
building a comprehensive picture of the legal aid sector and those practising within it. The Census will be open
for two months. Many hundreds of individuals have taken part already but hundreds more are needed.

As

mentioned above, the data will be analysed over the summer and the report published in the autumn in time for
the Treasury Spending Review and to feed into Sir Christopher Bellamy’s Criminal Legal Aid review. LAPG has
been meeting with him to discuss the Review’s potential use of the data. This research is also closely aligned to
and will influence our Westminster Commission Inquiry into the Sustainability of Legal Aid and will seek to
influence the MoJ's internal review of civil legal aid sustainability.

The census is supported by a number of organisations and representative bodies who have signed an open letter
urging the profession to take part.

Should you wish to hear more about the Inquiry and the Census then please get in touch with
Rohini.Teather@lapg.co.uk.

APPG+ Training Events
We have been working with the House of Commons Library and Learning and Development Teams to develop a
range of COVID-19 specific training courses. These are tailored towards MPs and their caseworkers and
structured around questions frequently answered by the House of Commons Library specialists. The courses are
online and are free to attend and are advertised on the ACT website in the coming weeks. Over the next few
weeks we will be repeating our popular Anti-Social Behaviour and the Law course and running a pilot
introductory level course on Civil and Criminal Legal Aid.
For further information, please get in touch with Rohini.Teather@lapg.co.uk

Legal Aid in the News
House of Lords Constitution Committee releases report into COVID-19 and the Courts
The House of Lords Committee has released the first of three reports of their inquiry into the constitutional
implications of Covid-19. This first report focusses on the impact of the pandemic on courts and tribunals in
England and Wales.
The Constitution Committee began their inquiry soon after the start of the pandemic and their first report

highlights the immense strain that Covid has placed on the courts and tribunal system. The sudden shift to
remote hearings has had an unequal impact across the justice system. In the legal aid sector the report echoes
what we have been hearing from practitioners and users throughout our Inquiry’s oral evidence sessions; that
the pandemic has worsened barriers to accessing legal representation, negatively impacted access to justice for
the most vulnerable and further strained a sector that was already in crisis prior to the pandemic due to a
decade of reduced funding.
Key findings of the report include:
After a decade of reduced funding for the justice system, the courts and tribunals were in a vulnerable
condition going into the pandemic which worsened its impact on the service.
The shift to remote hearings has had an uneven impact: senior and commercial courts have adapted relatively
well whereas the lower courts, dealing with the majority of cases and more vulnerable litigants, have had a
more difficult time.
Operational changes introduced in response to the pandemic should not be regarded as irreversible and the
Government must remain aware of the impact it has on access to justice as well as continue to invest in
remote justice and the guidance to support it.
The interruption to the normal operation of the courts has had a detrimental impact on the legal aid sector and
the Government should increase the legal aid budget to meet the new challenges to justice that have arisen.
The backlog that has worsened during the pandemic may take many years to clear and the Government
should set out a comprehensive plan for addressing this and reducing it to well below pre-pandemic levels.
The lack of data across the court service, an issue for several years, means fundamental questions about its
operation remain unanswered. The Government should make clear commitments to data reform and prioritise
its collection.
You can access the full report here.

Criminal Legal Aid Review Issues Call for Evidence
The Chair of the Independent Review of Criminal Legal Aid, Sir Christopher Bellamy QC, has issued a call for
evidence from parties at the heart of the Criminal Legal Aid System.
Sir Christopher is seeking evidence against nine major questions, which include:
whether the incentives created by the current fee schemes and payments encourage sustainability, quality and
efficiency; and
questions around the particular impact of criminal legal aid work (as currently funded) on young lawyers,
particularly those from particular socio-economic backgrounds, or on the ethnic or gender diversity of the
profession.
The call is particularly, though not exclusively, for the views of criminal defence practitioners, representative
bodies, charities, end users of the system and academics who have carried out relevant research. Sir
Christopher has said that he hopes to report to Government well before the end of the year.
The call for evidence closes on 7 May and further information can be found on the Government website here.

Bar Council calls on Government to make legal aid available in all domestic abuse cases
The Bar Council has called on ministers to make non-means tested legal aid available in all domestic abuse
cases. Currently, if someone has a disposable income exceeding £733 per month or capital of over £8,000, they
will be unable to access publicly-funded legal aid advice in most circumstances.
The Bar Council has drawn on MoJ figures showing a reduction in spending on legal aid for domestic abuse cases
of 51% between 2008/9 and 2019/20. This spending cut is particularly concerning when viewed alongside a
backdrop of concerns over domestic abuse in the pandemic with Women’s Aid stating that the pandemic has
created a “perfect storm” that can “threatened to escalate abuse” and the UN which has described domestic

abuse as a “shadow pandemic”.
The Bar Council makes this recommendation ahead of the Domestic Abuse Bill’s return to the commons. The Bill,
which has been widely criticised for excluding migrant women, is expected to attain Royal Assent in Spring 2021.
You can read more about this here.

Former Attorney General warns of 'crumbling' justice system
Dominic Grieve QC, the Attorney General for England and Wales from 2010 to 2014 and a former Vice-Chair of
the APPG, has issued a stark warning that the justice system has been brought to its knees and has little hope
without government action.
The Guardian article covers issues ranging from the ‘decrepit’ court estates to overcrowding in the Prison Service
but also pays particular attention to the crisis in legal aid. He says that the worst consequences of the cuts to
legal aid were “the treatment of the legal aid paid to advocates and solicitors for their work” which has meant
that “the blunt reality is that for most criminal and family related work, the earnings are now so low that any
lawyer would think twice about choosing these fields as a career option.”
Grieve also highlights the impact that cuts to legal aid have had on the public saying that the justice system’s
“growing inadequacies and delays – and the injustice that can flow from them – are real”. He further adds that
despite most Justice Secretaries having “privately acknowledged that their department is systematically short of
resources” it remains difficult to gain more Treasury funding because of the “difficulty of showing financial
effectiveness in an entirely demand driven service with unpredictable fluctuations”.
Grieve concludes saying that significant change is “urgently needed to maintain the foundations of a civilised
society”.
You can read the article in full here.

Outgoing CPS inspector issues public confidence warning
Kevin McGinty, the outgoing Chief Inspector of HM Crown Prosecution Service, has published a six-year review to
mark the end of his 6 year term of office. In his review he warns that the public will lose confidence in the
criminal justice system’s ability to uphold the law unless delays arising from the court backlog are reduced.
Mr McGinty’s review contains a letter to the Attorney General, Michael Ellis QC MP, stating that the criminal
justice system was in a weakened state before Covid-19 struck “due to years of underfunding”. He adds that talk
of returning to ‘pre-covid levels of backlog’ therefore “must be unacceptable to anyone who works or has an
interest in criminal justice”.
Mr McGinty pointed to cases of rape and other serious offences where even pre-Covid victims and defendants
“may have [had] to wait 18 months”. He added that “unless delays are reduced there is a real risk that the
public will lose confidence in the ability of the criminal justice system to uphold the law.”
Mr McGinty’s report looks back at 63 inspections conducted under his tenure and can be accessed here. His
successor, Andrew Cayley CMG QC FRSA, took up office on the 1st of April.

Justice Questions
Karl Turner (Kingston upon Hull East) asked the Secretary of State for Justice how many firms of solicitors held
a (a) civil and (b) criminal legal aid contract as of 1 April 2021.
James Daly (Bury North) asked the Secretary of State for Justice what the criminal legal aid spend of his
department was in financial years (a) 2018-19, (b) 2019-20 and (c) 2020-21.
Lord Tunnicliffe, asked Her Majesty’s Government:

How many (1) successful, and (2) unsuccessful, requests for legal aid have been submitted to the Armed
Forces Legal Aid Scheme in each year from 2010-2021.
How much legal aid has been provided through the Armed Forces Legal Aid Scheme to (1) current, and (2)
former, armed forces personnel in each year between 2010 and 2021.
You can read all of the questions and answers here.

Rohini Teather
Head of Parliamentary Affairs
27 April 2021
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About the APPG on Legal Aid
The All-Party Parliamentary Group on Legal Aid aims to promote parliamentary and public
understanding of the importance of the role of publicly funded legal services. It is chaired by
Karen Buck MP. Secretariat support is provided jointly by the Legal Aid Practitioners Group
(LAPG) together with Young Legal Aid Lawyers (YLAL) with funding from The Legal Education
Foundation.
For more information contact:
rohini.teather@lapg.co.uk

About the APPG Plus Project
LAPG and the APPG on Legal Aid have been funded by The Legal Education Foundation to
engage with MPs and councillors and their caseworkers to ensure that there is a good
understanding of what is left in legal aid in the wake of LASPO, and to offer constructive advice,
resources and training on how busy MPs and their caseworkers can engage better with lawyers
and advice charities in the legal aid sector. In doing so, we aim to assess current access to
justice issues facing the public and to help inform future decision making at a policy level.
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