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Welcome to the June Bulletin from the APPG on Legal Aid and your
monthly update on all things from the access to justice sector. We hope
that you and your loved ones are keeping safe and well.
This has been another whirlwind month for the APPG with the end of the
legal aid census, start of a follow up student survey and our panel hard
at work on the Westminster Inquiry into the Sustainability of Legal Aid.
We have also seen some hefty debates in Parliament covering justice,
courts and legal aid which are detailed in summary towards the end of
this bulletin.
We also want to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to
everyone who promoted and completed the Legal Aid Census; we were
bowled over by the support and huge number of responses (just under
2000) that were received.
This bulletin has four sections which cover news and developments in
the legal aid sector over the past month.

1. Recent Events
2. APPG+ Training Events
3. Legal Aid news
4. Justice Questions & Parliamentary Debates

Recent events
Legal Aid Lawyer of the Year Awards - 6th July

This year’s Legal Aid Lawyer of the Year awards, a non-profit making
grassroots celebration of access to justice lawyers, will be held online on
Tuesday, 6 July.
26 individuals and 9 organisations have been chosen as finalists and are
vying for one of 12 awards covering everything from public law to
regional legal aid firms / NFP agencies. This year also sees the
introduction of a new Disability Rights award.
Last year’s Legal Aid Lawyer of the Year Awards was livestreamed on
YouTube due to the pandemic and has been viewed 4,000 times. The
online event retained all of the warmth and spirit that we associate with
the LALY awards and this year will be no different.
Register for your free ticket here
If you’d like an idea of what the night has in store, you can also find
the programme here.
Should you have any questions in relation to the LALY Awards please get
in touch with:
Rohini.Teather@lapg.co.uk or Chris.Minnoch@lapg.co.uk.

Legal Aid Census: Student Survey - Ongoing
(11 June - 11 July)

On 11 June, the Legal Aid Practitioners Group launched a second survey
to complement its Legal Aid Census. Designed by the same academic
team specifically for students and aspiring practitioners, the survey
covers why students are motivated (or not) to pursue a career in legal,
the barriers that exist and how legal aid work could be made more
accessible. The survey also seeks to gather perspectives on whether
legal education prepares students for legal aid work and how legal
education can be improved for those seeking to enter legally aided
practice. By focussing on those seeking to enter the profession, LAPG
seeks to build a comprehensive picture of the legal aid profession and to
gain insight into what the sector will look like in years to come.
The link to the census is here:
https://appg.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/legal-aid-census-2021student-survey

Please share it with any lecturers, students or aspiring legal aid
lawyers in your network.
The student survey will also complement the work of the APPG on Legal
Aid’s Inquiry into the sustainability of the sector. Both the Legal Aid
Census and student survey have support from across the sector
including The Bar Council, Criminal Bar Association, Young Legal Aid
Lawyers and The Law Society’s Junior Lawyers Division.
Should you wish to hear more about the Inquiry and the student survey
then please get in touch with Rohini.Teather@lapg.co.uk.

APPG+ Training Events
Over the past four years, we have been working with the House of
Commons Library and Learning and Development teams to develop a
range of training courses. These are tailored towards MPs and their
caseworkers and structured around questions frequently answered by
the House of Commons Library specialists. The courses are currently
being run online and are free to attend. They are advertised on the ACT
website so do look out for them there.
For further information, please get in touch with:
Rohini.Teather@lapg.co.uk

Legal Aid in the News
CPS staff in danger of "burnout"
Appearing before the Commons justice select committee on 15 June, the Director of
Public Prosecutions, Max Hill QC, said that stressed and overworked Crown Prosecution
Staff are in danger of burnout if courts list too many cases quickly to clear the justice
backlog.
Mr Hill stated that prosecutors were individuals dealing with a 20-80% uplift of so called
‘live’ cases compared with February 2020 and that he worries “about the fatigue that
they bear” and that “[the CPS] need to look after our own staff. It’s testament to their
determination and extraordinary hard work that we have done as well as we have under
Covid.'”
Mr Hill’s comments to the justice select committee come after the Lord Chancellor,
Robert Buckland QC MP, announced that there will be no cap on judicial sitting days
and that Crown Courts have been authorised to work at “full throttle” to their maximum
capacity in an effort to clear the backlog of cases.
The Crown court backlog itself has started to fall for the first time since the pandemic

began, after swelling by almost 50%.
According to Ministry of Justice figures,
57,503 cases were outstanding in the
Crown court system at the end of May,
down from 58,228 at the end of April.
Throughout May, the backlog shrank by
around 200 cases a week. In the
magistrates’ court, the backlog stands at
453,482 cases. The number of
outstanding cases peaked at 525,000 in
July 2020 and has fallen steadily since.
A Ministry of Justice spokesperson said:
‘While the pandemic has posed an
unprecedented challenge to our criminal courts, dedicated staff and professionals
ensured justice continued to be delivered for victims…thanks to their efforts we are
seeing positive results…[but] major challenges remain which is why we are investing
hundreds of millions to further increase capacity, deliver swifter justice and support
victims”.
Mr Hill was clear that he understands that efforts are needed and have been taken to
clear the backlog but that “‘if you move too quickly by increasing the number of cases
listed, you’re going to create a problem of fatigue on the part of the CPS by the people
who then have to support those cases”. He added that the CPS “are determined to play
our part here but I’m just calling for very careful conversation about how to triage these
cases, how to prioritise them, and try to work our way through.”
You can read more about this here and access a recording of the DPP’s evidence to the
committee here.

“The Decline of Legal Aid”

This week saw the launch of must-read book – Justice in A Time of Austerity
– by Jon Robins and Daniel Newman of the Justice Gap and Cardiff University
respectively. The pair spent a 12-month period ending in October 2019 roadtripping around England and Wales and conducting interviews on people’s

experiences with the justice system. They heard how legal problems –
typically over housing, employment, benefits or immigration – were pushing
people towards the precipice.
Their research was written up throughout the Covid-pandemic and the pair
say that all of the concerns that they have only been exacerbated by the
pandemic. The book states that legal aid should have provided a safety net
for people placed in precarious situations but that the vast majority of those
interviewed had never seen a lawyer, let alone received legal aid and that
consequently access to justice in the civil and family courts is a growing area
of crisis.
Justice in A Time of Austerity was launched on 24 June 2021 in an event
hosted by the Legal Aid Practitioner’s group. Jon and Daniel were joined by a
number of those who shared their experiences in the book as well as
speakers including Baroness Shami Chakrabarti and APPG Vice-Chair Lord
Willy Bach. The recording of the event can be accessed here and you can find
copies of their book published by Bristol University Press, here.

Justice Questions and Debates in Parliament
Debates in Parliament
Protecting the Public and Justice for Victims
On the 9 June 2021 the Shadow Lord Chancellor, David Lammy MP,
introduced a debate in the House on “protecting the public and justice
for victims.” This was coupled with a vote on an opposition motion that:
“this House regrets the unprecedented backlog of more than 57,000
Crown Court cases, as well as record low convictions for rape and a
collapse in convictions for all serious crime; calls on the Government to
set up more Nightingale Courts, to enshrine victims’ rights in law and to
introduce the proposals set out in Labour’s ‘Ending Violence Against
Women and Girls’ Green Paper; and further calls on the Secretary of
State for Justice to update the House in person on progress made in
reducing the court backlog by 22 July.”
Following Mr Lammy’s introduction there was a thorough and detailed
debate on the topic which covered everything from the court backlog
and legal aid cuts to what can be done to improve rape prosecutions.
The debate is certainly worth reading in full and can be accessed here
but this section contains an overview of some of the matters raised on
the topic of legal aid and connected issues by the 30 or so MPs who
spoke, including some members of the APPG.
Shadow Lord Chancellor, David Lammy MP:
Highlighted the court backlog:

He noted that the Crown Court backlog has increased from 39,000
cases pre-pandemic to more than 57,000 cases.
Criticised the “closure of half of the courts in England and Wales
between 2010 and 2019” and “allowing 27,000 fewer sitting days
than in 2016”.
He referred to the new West Midlands PCC, Simon Foster, who
explained he had seen court trial dates set for as late as 2024 and
expressed his concerns that delays would put trials involving
vulnerable witness at risk of collapse.
Asked the Government to improve rape and sexual violence victims’
experiences in court by fast tracking such cases, offering legal help for
victims and training for professionals, removing barriers to legal aid
and introduce binding national indicators to hold the Government to
account.
The Lord Chancellor, Robert Buckland MP:
Welcomed the debate being brought and agreed with Mr Lammy for
raising the important work being done by Nightingale Courts, Judges
and new “super-courtrooms” in Manchester and Loughborough to deal
with the backlog.
Stated his personal benchmark of success in reducing waiting times
for sexual offences cases is reducing the number of cases taking six
months or longer to well below 20% of all cases.
Highlighted the ~£113m investment in safety measures for courts.
Agreed with Mr Lammy that there should be no upper limit on the
number of sitting days available to the Crown Court going forward.
Highlighted the role of technology in clearing the backlog:
At the beginning of the pandemic ~500 cases a week were being
dealt with remotely, at the beginning of June it was ~20,000, just
over half of all cases.
Raised the £1bn court reform programme launched in 2017 along
with £142m announced in 2020 for court maintenance.
Ruth Cadbury MP: Highlighted the 54,000 case Crown Court backlog, a
potential 4 year wait for cases, the closure of half of our courts by 2026,
a 15% cut in HMCTS, a 1,400 staff shortfall, cuts to legal aid & policing
and called on the Government to introduce more Nightingale Courts and
33,000 extra sitting days.
Andy Slaughter MP: Raised the cuts in legal aid as leading to the backlog
and highlighted the work done by the Justice Select Committee and the
APPG on Legal Aid to report into the very complex issues.
Laura Farris MP: Sought to “contextualise” the backlog stating that “New
Zealand has a population of 5 million and a backlog of 75,000. New York
City…has a backlog of 50,000 criminal cases” and that MOJ statistics
show disposals are 5% higher than pre-pandemic.

Wera Hobhouse MP: Highlighted the funding cuts to: 21% of HMCTS’
budget in less than a decade and almost 40% of the legal aid budget cut
in the same period.
Jerome Matthew MP: Praised the work of the Government and Courts to
tackle the backlog:
Introducing 302 covid safe jury court rooms;
60 Nightingale Courts created from scratch;
Investment in technology enabling over 20,000 hearings to take place
remotely a week; and
Recruitment of 1,600 new court staff.
He also echoed Sir Robert Neil MP’s message that the Government’s
“opening of the purse strings should not stop until the waiting list has
been reduced to a reasonable level for the long term”.
Kim Johnson MP: Stated that “the justice system is failing endemically to
live up to its name” due to “the MoJ losing a quarter of its budget over
the last 10 years, reduction in legal aid and the increase in court and
tribunal fees”. Ms Johnson also called on the Government to improve
public inquiries by requiring “parity of legal funding for bereaved families
and public bodies”.

Justice Questions
Baroness Ritchie of Downpatrick asked her Majesty’s Government:
What recent assessment they have made of the adequacy of support
provided through the legal aid system for victims of domestic abuse.
What steps the Government plan to take to address so-called “legal
advice deserts”.
Janet Daby (Lewisham East) asked the Secretary of State for the Home
Department, what support the Government provides to families of
people whose deaths are found to have been caused or partially caused
by police actions; and where responsibility for funeral costs falls in such
cases.
Mr David Lammy (Tottenham) asked the Secretary of State for Justice
how much funding the Government has allocated to legal aid in England
and Wales in each financial year since 2010.
Johnny Mercer (Plymouth, Moor View) asked the Secretary of Sate for
Justice how much legal aid has been allocated to Northern Ireland Law
Firms (a) KRW Law and (b) Madden and Finucane in each of the last five
years. Johnny Mercer asked the Secretary state for Defence how much
his department has spent on legal aid to (a) veterans and (b) serving

personnel in relation to Troubles prosecutions and incidents in each of
the last five years.
Mr Nicholas Brown (Newcastle upon Tyne East) asked the Secretary of
State for Justice:
What steps he is taking to ensure the regional equity of legal hourly
rates recovery.
What steps he is taking to encourage solicitors to practice in the North
East of England.
Grahame Morris (Easington) asked the Minister for Women and
Equalitie if she will introduce an enforcement mechanism for the Equality
Act 2010 for circumstances where a disabled person does not have the
financial means to enforce their rights in civil court.
Andrea Jenkyns (Morley and Outwood), asked the Secretary of State
for Justice what steps his Department is taking to ensure that family
lawyers sufficiently support victims of domestic abuse through the family
courts process.

You can read all of the questions and answers here.

Rohini Teather
Head of Parliamentary Affairs
30 June 2021

Visit the APPG on Legal Aid Website

The APPG on Legal Aid is cosponsored by the Legal Aid
Practitioners Group

In association with Young Legal Supported by The Legal
Aid Lawyers
Education Foundation.

About the APPG on Legal Aid
The All-Party Parliamentary Group on Legal Aid aims to promote parliamentary and public
understanding of the importance of the role of publicly funded legal services. It is chaired by
Karen Buck MP. Secretariat support is provided jointly by the Legal Aid Practitioners Group
(LAPG) together with Young Legal Aid Lawyers (YLAL) with funding from The Legal Education
Foundation.
For more information contact:

rohini.teather@lapg.co.uk

About the APPG Plus Project
LAPG and the APPG on Legal Aid have been funded by The Legal Education Foundation to
engage with MPs and councillors and their caseworkers to ensure that there is a good
understanding of what is left in legal aid in the wake of LASPO, and to offer constructive advice,
resources and training on how busy MPs and their caseworkers can engage better with lawyers
and advice charities in the legal aid sector. In doing so, we aim to assess current access to
justice issues facing the public and to help inform future decision making at a policy level.
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